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The foundation of the Teatre Lliure in Barcelona in 1976 saw the start of one of the most 

ambitious and fruitful projects in the history of Catalan theatre. The initiative of a group 

of performing arts professionals, mostly from independent theatre firmly dedicated to 

public service, resulted in a project celebrating its fiftieth anniversary in 2026. 

 

You need only look at the Teatre Lliure’s programmes, seasons and events since 1976-

1977 to appreciate the historical significance of this institution. Both in terms of the task 

of renewing the performing arts in Catalonia, which it undertook while echoing the most 

prominent international trends, and the importance it has always attached not only to text-

based theatre but also to the flexible conception of space, music, dance, poetry and stage 

creation in its broadest sense. 

 

The history of the Teatre Lliure dialogues with the evolution of aesthetic, cultural, social, 

political or specifically theatrical ideas of the last half century in Catalonia (as well as in 

Spain and Europe). The celebration of this anniversary provides the ideal context to try 

to situate, analyse and describe, with sufficient distance and rigour, what the Teatre Lliure 

has meant for contemporary performing arts over the last five decades. This is why in 

October 2026 the Teatre Lliure, together with the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 

and the Institut del Teatre of Barcelona Provincial Council, is holding study, criticism and 

debate sessions in the framework of the annual symposium of the journal Estudis 

Escènics. Quaderns de l’Institut del Teatre. 

 

The symposium will trace the Teatre Lliure’s successive stages of activity, establishing 

arcs of continuity and transformation from five perspectives: 
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1. The Teatre Lliure and its context 

- The Teatre Lliure’s global project in its successive phases since 1976, in relation 

to the historical, political and artistic context.  

- The dialogue between different generations of artists and professionals from the 

performing arts around a continually evolving project.  

- The Teatre Lliure and the city: the role of theatre in the urban and human 

landscape. 

 

2. A renewing theatre  

- The Teatre Lliure within the Spanish, European and international theatre 

context: influences, references and exchanges. 

- The renewal of Catalan theatre with new playwrighting and a revised Catalan 

repertoire. 

- The introduction and translation of universal and contemporary playwrighting.  

 

3. The Lliure trademark 

- The importance of theatre crafts and trades in the field of performance, set 

design, costume design and staging. 

- Sharing these skills as a cultural asset. 

- Its preservation and dissemination through publications and the archive. 

 

4. Influence 

- The Teatre Lliure as an interdisciplinary agent and a hub of attraction, influence, 

feedback and dialogue with other artistic disciplines.  

- The relationship between stage creation and dance, music, photography, visual 

arts, architecture, installations, applied arts (poster design, graphic design, 

fashion) and poetry. 

 

5. The Teatre Lliure, a public theatre  
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- Management models and present and future challenges of public theatre in 

contemporary societies. 

- Encouraging emerging talent, supporting inclusion and diversity, and nurturing 

new audiences. 

 

Paper proposals (around 15’) can deal with any of the symposium’s five lines of debate 

and can be submitted (in Catalan, Spanish or English) until 15 March 2026 using the 

following online form: https://forms.office.com/e/gB3eFJNpub 

 

The selected proposals will be presented in the form of a lecture or paper during the 

symposium and, if decided by the journal’s editorial team, they will be published in issue 

52 of Estudis Escènics, in December 2027. Some may be selected for publication only. 

All selected authors agree to submit their contribution in the form of an article before the 

symposium date, following the instructions they will receive once the selection has been 

made. As this is an indexed journal, the articles must pass a double-blind peer review, 

and only those that have done so will be included in the dossier. All articles will also be 

published translated into English (originals received in English will be translated into 

Catalan), and the symposium will have simultaneous translation into Catalan sign 

language, if anyone attending requires this. Everyone who applies to the call will receive 

a response. 

https://forms.office.com/e/gB3eFJNpub

